GEORGE FOX
from all their superstitious ceremonies, Jewish and
heathenish customs, traditions, and doctrines of men;
and from all the world's hireling teachers, that take
tithes and great wages, preaching for hire, and divining
for money, whom God and Christ never sent, as them-
selves confess when they say that they never heard
God's nor Christ's voice. I exhorted the people to come
off from all these things, directing them to the Spirit
and Grace of God in themselves, and to the Light of
Jesus in their own hearts; that they might come to
know Christ, their free teacher, to bring them salvation,
and to open the scriptures to them.
Fox, of course, was not the first to proclaim the
inner light as a source of guidance. A hundred and
fifty years earlier in the time of Luther, Thomas
Munzer had held it as the essential principle of a re-
formed Christianity. After him Sebastian Franck
(1499-1542) preached the same idea. Jacob Boehme
(1575-1624) had written much and persuasively on
the subject. His books had been translated into Eng-
lish and were circulating when George Fox was coming
to manhood. Fox may have heard of them or come in
contact with some of Boehme's followers. The thing
that set Fox apart from his predecessors was that he
incarnated the idea in his own life and made it the
organizing principle of an expanding group.
His Appearance. Picture him then in his leather
suit and the broad hat he always wore, his strong body,
Ms piercing eyes, and his powerful voice, going out to
preach this message to any and aU who would hear. He
133